
Delran High School’s Marching Band  
Application / Registration Form 2015-2016 

 
SIGN UP for REMIND 101: Text @delranmb to 81010 

 
Please have your parent or guardian read through this information. Fill 
in the requested information on the last pages of this packet and return 
the application, attendance policy sheet, and medical form to  
Mr. Rafter by May 22, 2015.   
 
 
How may I become a member of the Marching Band? 
 
A. Grades and Class Attendance: 
In order to be a member of the Marching Band, you must maintain your grades and 
attendance in accordance with the Delran Township Board of Education policies.  
Your grades come first, and participation in activities comes second.  There is, however, 
plenty of time for a well-motivated and organized student to be a member of the Marching 
Band as well as excel in schoolwork.  Many of our current members are Honor students.  
By properly planning your time, you will not miss practices or performances, and your 
grades will not suffer.  Good music students are often better academically because of the 
organizational skills that are developed through participation in ensembles like the 
Marching Band. 
 
B. Enrollment: 
1. Each member must properly complete the registration form and return it to Mr. Rafter no 
later than May 22, 2015.  Late registrations will be considered but may result in being put 
into a different section. Contact Mr. Rafter. 
2. Enrollment in the marching band is open to any Delran students going into 7th grade to 
12th grade.  
 
C. Attendance: 
As a member of the Delran High School Marching Band, you are required to attend all 
rehearsals, practices, pep rallies, parades, football game performances and field 
competition shows attended by the Marching Band.  This includes Band Camp.  The 
schedules are given to each of our members months before we begin our season. We 
highly suggest placing all our dates on your calendar.   
 
If you are in the Marching Band, you may participate in fall sports/activities with 
permission from Mr. Rafter.  It is not always possible to be an active member of 
Marching Band and a member of a fall sport/activity and be a member in good standing of 
each. We do however encourage your participation in winter and spring sports.   



 
 
A well-rounded individual is the most motivated member of the Marching Band.  You may 
be a member of other clubs in and out of school, so we want you to be able to fulfill your 
obligation to them as well.  On the whole, our Marching Band rehearses less time than 
80% of our competitors, so we need to have everyone present in order to accomplish what 
is needed.  Therefore, attendance at all scheduled rehearsals (Including Band Camp), 
and performances is mandatory.  You will receive a full schedule with practices, 
rehearsals, and performances scheduled to date before we leave school for the summer.  
Due to the nature of our activity (outside performances) the schedule is tentative and may 
vary slightly due to weather conditions and changes in competition or performance venues.  
As these changes are made known to me, I will forward the information along to the 
membership as soon as possible, so any scheduling that needs to be modified may be 
done in a timely manner.  Attached to this packet is a copy of a tentative schedule so you 
may have an idea of what to expect.  The complete fall schedule (with any needed 
revisions) will be distributed during Band Camp. 
 
 
What will joining the Marching Band do for me and my 
personal goals? 
Friendship, Cause, Belonging, Self Respect 
“We are not just about marching around a field playing music and twirling flags!” 
There are many reasons why participating in Marching Band can be good for you and fun 
at the same time.  The friends that you make in the Marching Band may become lifelong 
friends.  We are a very social organization; however our purpose as a performing group is 
always our first priority.  
 
We provide a service to our school and community in the form of music and movement by 
supporting our athletic team members and more.  We begin each school year as a team, 
not individuals in classes.  This is especially good for incoming freshmen.  You will know 
the school and many students from other grades and classes.  You will not be the “new 
kid” on the first day of high school.  You will have confidence.   
 
You will be part of a team that has one common goal.  Practicing outside of scheduled 
rehearsals on an individual basis is an extremely important part of achieving that goal.  If 
individuals do not practice and learn their assigned parts, they will hold down the entire 
group and prevent the achievement of that goal.  We are ALL important and contribute to 
the overall success or failure of the organization.  While we are ALL in the game, 
understand that individuals who refuse to do their part are treating the other members of 
the organization unfairly. In fairness to everyone involved, disciplinary action will be taken 
for refusal to practice and learn your assigned parts. 
 
We teach organizational and planning skills that will help you achieve your life goals.  You 
will learn how to work together as one unit made up of a wide variety of individuals from 
diverse cultural backgrounds.  That is definitely a skill you will need in your future.  You will 
also have an opportunity to lead and excel.  We have many leadership roles each year, for 



anyone from freshmen to seniors.  There is one more important item.  You will have the 
opportunity to work with many of the parents and support staff.  You will learn from them, 
and they will learn from you.  We will all learn to get along and enjoy each other.  Together, 
our student members, adult helpers and staff make up the “Golden Regiment”. 
 
Travel opportunities 
Every year, the Marching Band travels constantly to many venues for competitions, 
parades and sporting events.  Also, every 2 years, the Marching Band takes part in a 
‘major’ trip, overnight stays and performances in places where we can have a little fun 
along with the educational experience.  In 2013 the band was able to attend a cruise to 
Bermuda and this coming school year and are attending a trip to Norfolk, VA in April! 
 
Are there any special rules I should know about? 
 
These rules are in addition to the general school rules as stated in the DHS Student 
Handbook, State and Local Laws: 
1. No purchase, use or possession of alcoholic beverages, illegal drugs or tobacco any 

time or anywhere. 
2. Possession of ANY illegal substance and/or weapon while participating in a Marching 

Band activity WILL result in your removal from Marching Band. 
3. No verbal or physical disrespect toward any adult, chaperone, teacher, staff member or 

fellow Marching Band member at any time. 
4. No eating or drinking in full uniform at any time.  The only exception is water.  Students 

with medical conditions who may need to eat while in uniform must have the 
information filled in to their Medical Form. 

5. No swearing or use of profanity toward any student or adult at any time. 
6. No PDA’s (public displays of affection) at any time during band activities. 
7. Students who are suspended from school are also suspended from all participation in 

Marching Band activities until the matter is cleared or time is served. 
8. Student members MUST maintain an acceptable level of performance in their 

discipline.  Members who fall below this level will be placed in a probationary status 
and will not perform until performance levels are brought up to an adequate level. 

9.  Student members MUST adhere to all attendance policies as stated on the application. 
10. Eligibility, according to Delran Township Board of Education Policy, MUST be 

maintained at all times in order to participate. 
 
 
These rules are for your safety and security, as well as the safety and security of the 
people around you. Members of the Marching Band will typically have no trouble adhering 
to them.   
 
 
 
 



What are the band’s rehearsal attendance policies, and what 
consequences are involved? 
 
Again, due to the nature of a marching band performance, all members are participating in 
the performance so all members are required to attend all rehearsals and performances.   
 
Fall season rehearsals are going to be held on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 
from 6:00 to 9:00pm.  This is a total of only 9 hours per week.  This schedule begins on the 
first day of school and ends Thanksgiving. 
 
In order to assure the best possible success of the unit as a whole, the following policies 
have been implemented in order to maximize efficiency. 

1. If a member needs to miss a rehearsal, that information needs to be given to the 
band director in writing or email at the earliest possible time.   

2. Members missing rehearsal due to illness must have a parent or guardian contact 
the band director in writing or over the phone regarding the missed rehearsal. 

3. All rehearsals missed must be made up in order for the student to be included in the 
week’s performance(s). 

 
Rehearsal make-up policy: 

1. A member missing rehearsal on Monday MUST report for one period (41-minute 
period during the school day or after school from 2:30-3:10pm) to make up material 
missed before Wednesday’s rehearsal. 

2. A member missing rehearsal on Wednesday MUST report for one period (41-minute 
period during the school day or after school from 2:30-3:10pm) to make up material 
missed before Thursday’s rehearsal. 

3. A member missing rehearsal on Thursday MUST report for one period (41-minute 
period during the school day or after school from 2:30-3:10pm) to make up material 
missed before a Friday or Saturday performance. 

4. Middle School members must have a parent or guardian contact Mr. Rafter to 
arrange for times to make up any missed rehearsals. 

 
Failure to make up rehearsal time missed will result in removal from the week’s 
performance(s).  In other words, if you don’t practice, you don’t play.   

 
Since the marching band schedule is given well in advance of the fall season, we expect 
that all performances will be placed on the member’s personal calendar.  As a responsible 
member, once the event is on the calendar, it should not be scheduled over with another 
event.  When the calendar of performances is received, if there is an event already on the 
member’s calendar where a marching band performance is scheduled, that event must be 
reported to the band director immediately.  
 
 
 
 



What will participating in the Marching Band cost in dollar 
amounts? 
 
Uniforms 
The Delran Township Board of Education provides each and every member of the 
Marching Band with the basic uniform.  This includes the uniform jacket, pants, hat and 
uniform rain gear.  For Color Guard members, the uniform jumpsuit or main garment and 
uniform rain gear are provided.  Personal items must be purchased by the individual 
membership.  A form to order most of the needed items will be distributed in the summer.  
Golden Regiment tee shirts are to be purchased for use under the uniform.  They may be 
ordered through the DPMA.  Other items, such as plain black and white socks (above the 
ankle), t-shirts and other undergarments must be purchased independently of the Band. 
 
Gloves 
Wind Players wear long white cotton gloves of a specific type that will be ordered through 
the band.  The approximate cost per pair is $4.50.  It is suggested that students have more 
than one pair, as they tend to get dirty and occasionally will get lost.  Since this is a 
necessary item, have a spare! 
Percussionists do not wear gloves, so the cost is $0. 
Color Guard members wear a leather glove, color to be determined season to season (to 
match the uniform or show theme).  The approximate cost per pair is $20.00.  Color Guard 
members MUST have a pair of practice gloves as well as performance gloves.  Due to the 
nature of the work done in Color Guard, it is important to practice as you would 
perform…with gloves.  It is suggested to have one pair of practice gloves and two pair of 
performance gloves, just in case.  A limited number of spare gloves will be kept by the 
chaperones in case of emergency.  Additional gloves will be ordered about once a month 
or as needed. 
 
Shoes 
Winds and Percussion wear plain leather shoes.  The approximate cost per pair is $35.00.  
The sizes range from 5 to 13 women and 6 to 18 men.  If you have a special size 
consideration (such as wide or huge), make sure to note it on the order form.  Tennis 
shoes or other types of shoes not approved for use in Marching Band will not be allowed. 
Color Guard members wear black shoes of a type described by the instructor.  The 
approximate cost per pair is $35.00.  These shoes will allow members to do the various 
types of dance steps and marching steps required in the color guard routine. 
 
Socks and underwear 
Winds and Percussion MUST wear plain black or white socks depending on the pants that 
come up over the ankle.  Every student must wear underwear under the uniforms.  The 
uniforms are used by different students year to year, and in order to minimize the amount 
of wear and tear, undergarments are to be worn under the pants and jackets at all times.  
Color Guard members will wear socks and undergarments as dictated by the uniform style 
for the season. 
 
 



Tee Shirts 
ALL MEMBERS are required to have a “Show” shirt to wear under the uniform. The 
approximate cost of the tee shirt is between $10.00 and $15.00 depending on the cost to 
design. Order forms for these items will be distributed as soon as they are made. 
 
Folio and Lyre 
ALL PLAYING MEMBERS will be provided with a folio and music but you must provide 
your own lyre. These can be purchased at any local music store and are relatively cheap 
and will last you many years. 
 
Uniform Regulations 
Uniforms are kept in a neat and clean fashion.  They are worn with pride at our 
performances.  Rules to remember while in uniform, 
1. No running, ball playing or general fooling around in uniform. 
2. No eating, drinking, smoking or gum chewing in uniform. 
3. No use of profanity while in uniform. 
Remember, when we are in uniform, EVERYONE knows who we are, and what we are.  
Let’s make the best impression we can! 
 
Trips 
As stated earlier, every other year the Marching Band participates in music department 
trips.  Funds for such trips are the responsibility of the student, and may be raised by 
participating in the many fundraising opportunities.  Again, more information regarding 
fundraising will be presented by the DPMA. 
 
Equipment 
The Delran Township Board of Education provides the Marching Band with the following 
instruments; baritone saxes, bass clarinets, mellophones, baritones, tubas and percussion 
equipment.  These instruments are provided for students use during Marching Band 
season at no cost to the student. Marching Band students are reminded that their 
equipment should be treated in a respectful and responsible fashion.  EQUIPMENT THAT 
IS LOST, STOLEN, BROKEN, MISPLACED OR DAMAGED THROUGH YOUR NEGLECT 
MUST BE REPAIRED OR REPLACED AT YOUR EXPENSE.  The Delran Township 
Board of Education and the DPMA provide Color Guard equipment.  Also, drum sticks, 
reeds, valve oil and other consumable items are not provided.   
 
In conclusion: 
I look forward to meeting you and helping you meet the goals we all share in music and 
movement.  This packet contains a whole bunch of information, and it may seem 
overwhelming at first.  I feel that you and your parents need to know as much about the 
Marching Band as possible so you may make informed decisions.  Please know that if you 
or your parents have any questions at all, feel free to call 856-347-0080 or email me at 
trafter@delranschools.org.  Leave a message and I’ll return your call as soon as I can. 
Again, please contact me with any questions you may have.  I am really looking forward to 
next season, and seeing you! 

 



Delran High School  
 Marching Band Registration 

 
______________________________   Year of Graduation 
Student name (please print)    16 17       18 19      20     21  
 
 
______________________________  __________________ 
Address      Student ID # 
 
 
______________________________  __________________________________ 
Student cell phone #    Student email address 
 
 
Instrument (be specific) or Color Guard 
 
I have read all attached information regarding membership in the Delran High 
School Marching Band.  I understand and agree to the attendance policy, and agree 
to uphold the regulations and honor of the Delran High School Marching Band and 
will fulfill my obligations to the band for the 2015-2016 school year. 
 
 
___________________________________  ______________ 
Student signature      date 
 
___________________________________   
Parent/guardian name (please print)     
 
___________________________________   
Home phone number      
 
Parent/guardian e-mail address_______________________________________ 
 
I give my permission for the above named person to apply for, audition and if 
accepted, participate in the Delran High School Marching Band for the 2015-2016 
school year.  I understand and agree to the attendance policy.  I will do everything in 
my power to ensure his/her fulfillment of all obligations as stated in the attached 
materials.  I also give permission to take and publish photographs and video of my 
child. In the event my son/daughter needs emergency medical attention, I authorize 
the Band Director to act in my child’s best interest. 
 
 
     __________________________  __________ 
     Signature of parent/guardian   date 

 



Attendance Policy 
 
Fall season rehearsals are held on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 6:00 to 9:00pm. 
This is a total of only 9 hours per week.  This schedule begins on the first day of school and ends 
after Thanksgiving (with rehearsals being cut later in the season but please keep these dates open 
should rehearsal be necessary). 
 
In order to assure the best possible success of the unit as a whole, the following policies have 
been implemented in order to maximize efficiency. 

1. If a member must miss a rehearsal, that information needs to be given to the band director in 
writing at the earliest possible time.   

2. Members missing rehearsal due to illness must have a parent or guardian contact the band 
director in writing or over the phone regarding the missed rehearsal. 

3. All rehearsals missed must be made up in order for the student to be included in the week’s 
performance(s). 

 
Rehearsal make-up policy: 

1. A member missing rehearsal on Monday MUST report for one period (41-minute period 
during the school day or after school from 2:30-3:10pm) to make up material missed before 
Wednesday’s rehearsal. 

2. A member missing rehearsal on Wednesday MUST report for one period (41-minute period 
during the school day or after school from 2:30-3:10pm) to make up material missed before 
Thursday’s rehearsal. 

3. A member missing rehearsal on Thursday MUST report for one period (41-minute period 
during the school day or after school from 2:30-3:10pm) to make up material missed before 
a Friday or Saturday performance. 

4. Middle School members must have a parent or guardian contact Mr. Rafter to arrange for 
times to make up any missed rehearsals. 

 
Failure to make up rehearsal time missed will result in removal from the week’s 
performance(s).  In other words, if you don’t practice, you don’t play.   

 
As a responsible member, once an event is on the calendar, it should not be scheduled over with 
another event.  When the calendar of performances is received, if there is an event already on the 
member’s calendar where a marching band performance is scheduled, that event must be reported 
to the band director immediately.  If other arrangements cannot be made for that performance, a 
determination of that member’s participation in the year’s events must be made with the member’s 
parent or guardian. 
 
 

______________________________          ____________________________ 
 Student signature     Parent/Guardian signature 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Medical Information Form 
Delran High School Marching Band 

 
1.) Student’s Name:____________________ 2.) Age:______ 3.) Date of Birth______________ 
 
4.)Address:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.)Parent or Guardian Name:______________________________________________________ 
 
6.)Contact Phone Number(s):______________________________________________________ 
    (primary)  (secondary)   (emergency) 
 
7.)Local Emergency Contact Person (only used if unable to contact parent or guardian): 
 
 Name:_____________________________ Phone Number:________________________ 
 
8.)Does the student have any known allergies?_______    If yes, please list:_________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9.)Is the student currently taking any prescription medication on a regular basis?_____  
 

If yes, please list:________________________________________________________ 
     
10.) Does the student use an inhaler? ______ If yes, please name: __________________________ 
 
11.) Has the student had any recent illnesses or injuries that would limit his or her ability to fully 
participate in normal marching band activities, such as being in the sun, stretching out, 
light running, marching on grass or pavement surfaces, and playing his or her instrument? ____ 
 
 If yes, please explain: ________________________________________________________ 
 
 __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN AUTHORIZATION: The above information is correct to the best of my 
knowledge, and will be used in the event that my child is in need of medical care while with the 
Delran Marching Band.  All disclosed information will be held as confidential unless needed to 
administer emergency care to my child. 
 
 
Signature of parent or guardian____________________________ Date__________________ 


